
COMMUNITY ROADWATCH(UK) C.I.C 

Company No: 10085683;   Head Office 2a Chequers Court, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE29 3LJ  www.roadwatch.org.uk 

Managing Director & National Coordinator:  md@roadwatch.org.uk 

 

The Parish Clerk 
Wyton on the Hill & Houghton & Wyton Parish Councils     8 Jan 2021 
 
Dear Parish Clerks & Parish Councillors, 
 
 3RD LHI ATTEMPT TO MAKE SAWTRY WAY SAFER FOR ALL RESIDENTS AND 1000s OF USERS 
 

AIM 
The aim of this letter is to request your written Minuted support (at least in 
principle) by 31 Mar 21, for a 3rd  LHI attempt by Community Roadwatch (CRW) to 
make Sawtry Way safer for all between the A141 and A1123.  We hope to achieve 
that by lowering its 60 mph limits to 50 mph and its 50 mph speed limit to 40 mph, 
with the 40 limit being extended towards the A141 to at least embrace the Camp 
roundabout/bus shelter and the junction leading to the Old Photo Factory.   
 

BACKGROUND 
As most of you will be aware, on 7 June 2017, the tragic death of an adult resident of Blenheim 
Place occurred in the Sawtry Way 50 zone near Mere Way, when he was hit by a car whilst stepping 
out from behind a stationary vehicle to cross the road (B1090).   According to the Police report, this 
death was not attributed to excessive speed.  Nevertheless, Wyton on the Hill (WOTH) Parish 
Council was concerned that this unfortunate death provided yet more evidence  to the many other 
collisions and near misses that occurred (and still occur) along this stretch of the B1090 because, 
basically, the permitted speed limit was/is too high and does not afford adequate time for accurate 
assessments of speed to be gained by those exiting estates or crossing the road (especially with 
children) to /from bus stops or for dog walking.  HGV bow waves also pose a danger to mothers 
with pushchairs/children, school children on foot or on bicycles, who use the narrowing overgrown 
footpath, reported to CC Highways in 2018 but nothing was/has been done to clear it back. 
 

FIRST PROPOSED PFI ATTEMPT – IN 2018 – PRIVATELY FINANCED INITIATIVE BY WOTH PC 
As a consequence, in July 2017 - having missed an opportunity to submit a properly consulted and 
evidenced  LHI opportunity by the November 2017 deadline - WOTH Parish Council with the 
assistance of Community Roadwatch (that had been assisting it with measures/SIDs/wheelie bin 
stickers on the estate since 2016), decided not to waste time and so voted to pursue a PFI to reduce 
the speed limit to 50 in the 60 and 40 in the 50 mph zones between the A141 to A1123.  In Nov 17, 
on a visit by the WOTH Parish Cllr with whom CRW was working closely on this project, Houghton 
& Wyton PC recorded in its Minutes support in principle for WOTH PC’s Sawtry Way Project.  Then, 
regrettably, MD CRW was suddenly taken ill and was unable to attend WOTH Council meetings 
until April 2018; but he returned only to discover that the previous council had been dissolved and 
a new Council installed.  However, with an LHI bid still being a possibility and with applications 
assumed to be November (as in 2017), the PFI option was replaced with an LHI proposal and CRW 
initiated data gathering for the ‘partner’ project with its Armadillo Loggers.  CRW also consulted, as 
agreed, all the businesses along Sawtry Way.  Those consultation results, including support from 
County Councillor Ryan Fuller, the Station Commander, RAF Wyton and Mick George, are still valid 
and available on line.  Additionally, WOTH PC carried out a 1000 leaflet and Facebook consultation 
of residents of WOTH, Pine Hill Park and Blenheim Place estates.  These consultations proved that 
an overwhelming majority considered Sawtry Way’s existing 60mph and 50mph limits to be an 
unsafe level for traffic to be permitted to travel and fully supported the initiative to lower the 
existing speed limits, the ideal and greener option being for it to be 40 mph for the full stretch.   

mailto:md@roadwatch.org.uk
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/cambridge-news/people-killed-died-crash-2017-14011128


FIRST LHI ATTEMPT – AMBITIOUS 2018 LHI APPLICATION (FOR INSTALLATION IN FY 19/20) 
Then in June 2018, it was suddenly discovered that the 19/20 LHI submission deadline had been 
changed from the expected November to 31 July leaving just 6 weeks to carry out the 
consultations, gather the evidence, compile the application and submit it.  Unfortunately, WOTH 
PC having just been re-formed found that timescale reduction impractical and withdrew from the 
project leaving its partner, CRW, to decide what to do.  Having invested significant time in the 
project (logging speeds/volumes and carrying out hours of door to door consultations), the CRW 
Board of Directors decided that the life threatening situation that continued with accidents in 
Sawtry Way should be addressed with the minimum of delay.  So CRW agreed to take it on 100%  
Regrettably, despite overwhelming physical evidence of the need to lower the limit (such as a 
tragic death, stoved in railings at the camp roundabout and continued collisions along its length) 
coupled with the significant auditable support for it, CRW was unsuccessful in its bid because of 
undisclosed objections - apparently by the Police - that caused it to be awarded a Panel score of 
less than 1 to automatically disqualify it from further consideration.  
www.roadwatch.org.uk/cambs/SawtryWayProject refers 
 

SECOND LHI ATTEMPT – OBJECTIVE BASED 2019 LHI APPLICATION (FOR INSTALLATION IN FY 20/21) 
After an appeal to the CEO Cambs County Council of unfair treatment and no Feasibility Study of its 
first application, CRW was allowed to resubmit its application in the 2019 round of LHI Bids with a 
17% contribution and continued support from County Councillor Ryan Fuller and with support  but 
only ‘in principle’ from the two parish councils.  Also, CRW was advised not to stipulate a solution 
of ‘lowering the speed limit’, but rather to state the problem and list the objectives that any CC 
Highways solution would embrace.  That advice was taken on board in the application and also, 
whilst an acceptable solution was discussed on site with the CC-Highways Project Officer, the 
application affecting the safety of thousands of residents and users failed because it fell below the 
funding line - even below applications for non-essential HGV surveys and MVAS (SIDs). 
www.roadwatch.org.uk/cambs/SawtryWay2019 refers. 
 

THIRD ATTEMPT (LUCKY) – SIMPLIFIED 2020 LHI APPLICATION (FOR INSTALLATION IN FY 21/22) 
Encouraged by the continued support of County Councillor Ryan Fuller, residents, businesses and 
key stakeholders, and because accidents are still occurring with vibration/pollution/dangers still as 
bad and concerning as ever, CRW has decided that - having come so far - it will again submit an LHI 
application to ‘Make Sawtry Way Safer’ to save lives.  This time, however, it will merely apply  for a 
simple TRO to lower the 60mph and 50 mph speed limits as agreed with CC Highways last year 
(attached).   CRW has secured a guarantor for it to be able to contribute 50% of the cost up front as 
it did for its successful £20k Ramsey Fortyfoot traffic calming project with Cllr Reeve MBE in 2017. 
www.roadwatch.org.uk/cambs/RFFProject  refers.  The LHI Application has been submitted*.  We 
await the CC Highways Feasibility Study that last year - with additional signs (not included this year 
to simplify the content) - was costed at £6k but with a Police objection. So, for this year’s project 
we have obtained a Big Lottery-funded Speed Indicating Device (SID) worth £3k for us to fit in the 
new 40 zone to satisfy Police requirements and overcome their ‘straight-road’ concerns.   
 

So please vote to give us your support so we can take this proposal (attached) 
forward to the CC Panel sometime this year with your unreserved blessing. 
*www.roadwatch.org.uk/cambs/SawtryWay2020 refers and will be updated in due course. 
 

Many thanks,  
 
Kind regards & stay safe, 
David 
 
Encl: Project Schema 
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County Highways agreed non-negotiable extent of limits for CRW’s 2021/22 LHI application as of 16 Dec 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 


